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Q ueensland graziers say “selam at siang” to Indonesian cattle industry
A group ofQueensland stock agents and station ow ners and m anagers have an im proved
understanding ofIndonesian m arket requirem ents and the country’s cattle industry after
taking an extensive tour ofthe Indonesian cattle industry in early January.
Led by Wellard Rural Exports General M anager - South East Asia Fred Troncone; Wellard
South East Asia M arketing M anager Scott B raithw aite; and Wellard H ead Cattle Buyer B en
Seidel; the group w as able to view Indonesian im porters’cattle facilities first hand, as w ell
as speak directly to their ow ners and m anagers.
They visited feedlots, w et m arkets and abattoirs on the Indonesian islands ofJava and
Sum atra.
Shane Stafford, Stafford Stock & Property, Richm ond, Queensland, said he w as surprised at
the level ofprofessionalism at the feedlots and the very good care and w ell-being ofthe
anim als.
“There is rapid expansion underw ay w ith up to fifty per cent increases in capacity ofsom e
feedlots he targets for 2010 w hich indicates these operators are looking long term in their
investm ents,” Shane said.
Tour highlights included:
•

A visit to M r H andi’s feedlot in the m ountains above B andung;

•

A tour ofa local slaughter house w here traditional slaughtering w as underw ay from
10 pm so the m eat could be transported to the nearby w et m arkets for sale before
4am

•

A visit to Agrisatw a’s Sudat feedlot w hich is in full developm ent m ode

•

An inspection ofIndonesia largest feedlot, Santori’s B ekrilot;

•

An excursion to the Great Giant Pineapple Com pany’s feedlot. GGPC farm s 30,000
hectares ofpineapples and the by-products are fed to the cattle. In the pineapple
factory 10,000 fem ale w orkers are em ployed.
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•

Santori’s Jebung feedlot and abattoir, w hich is built on land that w as fully covered in
residual basalt rock from the explosion ofKrakatoa in 1883.

Fred Troncone said it w as im portant that Australian cattle suppliers and Indonesian
im porters had both a strong relationship and know ledge ofeach other’s businesses.
“The tour not only gave participants grow ing confidence in the future ofthe Indonesian live
export trade, they w ere able to get a first hand understanding ofIndonesia’s cattle
requirem ents,” he said.
“Our Indonesian clients also appreciated their suppliers taking an interest in the Indonesian
cattle industry and the type ofcattle they required.”
Shane said he appreciated Wellard’s organisation ofthe tour.
“Wellard is to be com m ended on their visions and are very w elcom e in the Queensland
scene to assist com petition w ith the local m eat processors,” he said.
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B ackground – Wellard Rural and Trading
Wellard Rural and Trading is the Wellard Group’s agriculture and international trade division.
Its tw o largest subsidiaries are, Wellard Rural Exports, Australia’s largest livestock exporter and ship
ow ner, and Wellard Agri, a m ixed farm ing land ow ner and operator specialising in the production of
grains, legum es and livestock.
Wellard Rural Exports has supplied quality Australian dairy and beefcattle and sheep and goats to the
w orld for 30 years, and its investm ent in the live export industry is w ithout peer. B ased in Frem antle,
the com pany’s operations cover every aspect of the export chain, including feed m illing, road
transport, feedlot facilities throughout Australia and m odern shipping.
The com pany’s flagship carrier, the M V Ocean D rover (form erly the M V B ecrux), is a purpose-built
livestock carrier capable of carrying 75,000 sheep or 18,000 cattle from Australia to m ajor m arkets
around the globe. She w as com m issioned in 2002.
Its other vessel, the M V O cean Shearer (form er the M V Stella D eneb) can carry 125,000 sheep or
23,000 cattle, or a com bination ofboth.
A new , technologically advanced, purposed built vessel, the M V Ocean Sw agm an sailed on its m aiden
voyage in January 2010. The Sw agm an’s sister ship, the M V Ocean Outback, is due for launch in m idWellard Rural Exports - AB N 31 109 866 328
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late 2010. In August 2008 Wellard and Siba Ships announced a U S$250 m illion contract to build an
additional tw o new livestock vessels w hich w ill be able to carry 17,000 cattle or 70,000 sheep or a
com bination ofthe tw o.
Wellard Agri ow ns and operates seven farm s across tw o agri-hubs, one located at Watheroo in
Western Australia’s central m idlands and one located at Kojonup in the Great Southern region ofWA.
Its total landholding is m ore than 18,000 hectares, of w hich 14,000 hectares is cropped to a variety of
grains and legum es. The rem aining land is devoted to sheep production, including the fam ous H yfield
Poll M erino stud at Kojonup.
In N ovem ber 2009, Wellard Agri announced it w as entering the farm m achinery sector, w hen it
com m enced m anagem ent ofthe CLAAS H arvest Centre at Katanning for the Landpow er range offarm
m achinery.

For m ore inform ation visit:w w w .w ellard.com .au
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